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this vast lowland area. Amidst the villas a
slender, pointed rock out, alone. I
wonder whether it will become the prime
feature of a landscaped roundabout within
the projected suburban area. With the Stone
Towers and the Convention Centre — another
Hadid project - near the airport, o will
achieve the international status that comes
with the presence of star architects. Several
well-known names, such as Machado Silvetti
Associates and Ricardo and Victor Legorret:
will direct other projects on the periphery
iro — luxury housing developments
and public installations for the most part.
As a consequence, Egypt will feature in
contemporary-architecture guides that, until
page or two for the
ibrary built in 2001,
Suddenly, from the window o
catch a glimpse of the first gated ct
Heights. Among the
many types of villas are those that exhibit
features borrowed from the most diverse
and decome tudllzed a chnemux S

sporting elements copied from Chine
temples. In the distance, huge construction

billboards next to the road, other conspicuous
gns point to locati h \hx Future
University, the Ameri; y C
and the German University (GUC).
the motorway and arrive in the heart of New
Cairo, where an area measuring 100 km? is
destined to house millions in the near future.
Omar and [ are driving on the great
Mubarak Axis Road, which crosses the zone
designated for commercial activities of the
global era and ends where the vast expanse
allocated to impending development begins.
Many companies, official organizations
and public entities will transfer to New Ca
The city centre needs decongesting to mz
it more livable. A number of Egypt’s middle-
and upper-clas izens are looking for a
chance to breathe cleaner air and to distance

HIGH-DENSITY CONSTRUCTION ALONG SUEZ
ROAD, NEW CAIRO.

I
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c congestion.
ate of rural-to-urban

migration that has made it one of the fastest-
developing countries in the world — a nation
with an annual population growth of over
one million inhabitants — needs drastic
urban-planning solutions, especially in the
more marginalized areas. The city centre of
Cairo is at saturation point, and the decision
to decentralize towards the area east of the
Nile appears to be the most appropriate,
considering the amount of land available
there.

Let us not forget that satellite cities like
New Cairo and Sixth of October are not
new to El Cairo. As early as the beginning of
the 20™ century, part of Cairo’s bourgeoisie
had moved to Heliopolis and Maadi, which
lie to the north and south of the capital,

‘Omar, pIL se drop me off at this signpost.
I'll call you next weekend. He bids me
f laa al-salama, Mr Manuel’ - and
disappears from view, leaving me staring
down a wide empty boulevard straddled b

ow points to !he desert, and I
can just make out the bare outline of a future
road traced in the s¢

and seep into m
surge of adrenalin. During the next few
hours, under the red-hot sun, I shall enjoy
‘paradisal’ irresponsibili i
Arrowsmith might have Lalled it. In his book,
Antonioni: The Poet of Images, he e
this term when writing of the meanderings of
characters in films directed by Michelangelo
Antonioni. And like one of those characters
roaming the outskirts of Milan, I sense that
I’m getting lost, with neither map nor GPS.
It’s a predicament I've faced many time:
during the past 20 i arching for
the perfect pcnphen

Wearing my Utah Jazz cap and sun-

tection fac 0, carrying a camera
charged with an 8 GB memory card, I'm here
to escape from it all - to return to the wild,
inhospitable landscape before me, where
the metropolis advances with the striking of
shovels and the dmnmﬂ of cement mixers and

drills. In every city l\ere 1 Ims: ll\'ed

n areas like these that
ape from everything, ultimately reaching
a point where I flee even from myself in order

to witness the city in full transformation and
ntity of an environment that

y fragile
T approach a city is to walk for
s inwards or vice »
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“AN UNFINISHED ENTRANCE TO

‘NEW_CAIRO. THIS STRUCTURE CAN BE SEEN

- FROM THE CAIRO SUEZ ROAD.

o’clock in the morning in Cairo when I
 taxi driver, beginning the conversation
ing him good morning: ‘Sabah elkheir,
Omar. Can you come round to pick me up7
‘Where do you want to go today
“To New Cairo, as usual,’ I reply.
‘But whereabouts in New Cai It’s
enormous . .." he enquires, sounding worried.
Tt usual. Some place where the city
ends and the desert begins. Just drop me off with
my camera, and I'll find my way back later.’
It’s been 20 years since I left Santander in
in to become an urban nom:
Anuelex New
, Boston,
Beirut and Alg
T have lived, I hJ\'L. locked the front doors of
different hou o often that o ally T

A SIGNPOST
READING
‘CITY WALK’
IS PLANTED
IN THE

POINTS TO
THE DESERT

wonder where I am.
Today I lock my front door in Cairo,
standing in semi-darkness on a ds
marked ‘Welcome
in the street. It’s an ordinary S
thi:
will take me to the satellite city of New
airo to photograph the latest residential

‘We set off in his
east, to
Bridge, bcnealh
Nile — we can see Dahab Island, where the last
remains of a rural \sorld appear to have been
swallowed up t f
away, a horizontal
development will unfold against the m:
Egyptian backdrop, revealing the great desert
conquest. Being a ape photographer
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specializing in new developments, I've been
unable to resist becoming deeply involved in
the documentation of New Ca i
project ‘The Conquest’.

From the beginning, El Cairo has evolv
in close proximity to the River Nile, the

connecting thread that runs through the

his he Mokattam highlands
have witnessed Cairo’s expansion. From a
sandy, unpaved lookout, while smoking a
shisha pipe at a makeshift bar complete with
sunshades and plastic chairs, you can enjoy

a view that, in my opinion, is unique in the
world. Here, in this spot, the epochs comprising
the history of mankind s ized

as you contemplate a series of architectural

At a glance - and following a visual
sequence — on a clear day you can identify
the Mastaba of Sakkara tomb (widely
acknowledged as the first architectural
structure, it was built in 2611 BC), the
pyramid complex, the minarets of Tslam

iro and,

Mokattam we are able to witness a procession
of vertical structures that represent a huge
s
present day. Farther towards Suez are ma
building developments premonitory of the

iro of the future. These cannot be seen from
lhl\ balcony, however. ‘:‘LJ\N? a lank Ofﬁ

farther from the Nile.
As I continue my j
vehicle that complies with strict
ul) regulations imposed to reduce
pollution levels - we drive past endless row
of ordi ¢ brick dwellings. On the right
e of the carriageway, just past Carrefour,
we observe a giant billboard illustrating
Zaha Hadid’s Stone Towers project. At the
moment only a few random frames of future
etons stranded on the
sand of an archaeological site, rise from »

CORRIDOR OF LAMPPOSTS ON NEW CAIRO'S
MUBARAK AXIS ROAD, THE ARTERY THAT
LINKS THE EASTERN AND CENTRAL SECTIONS
OF THE CITY.
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2 example is the new commercial centre on the
top of : istance Pearl River in Guangzhou. Cairo is following
ered. I ha the global flow, and as the ne: tellite city

flight just for the expands it will be branded with a new identity.
strange city and ering the urban 1 In the climate of a global slump in the

or about 24 hours, feeling the eff

and return home. I hav

ay from an air
more than once in order to gain
knowledge of a place.

gone round to the other
arth and almost reached the place

s of the new city are
ipes and cables at the bottom of
gorges will soon be covered with

ro, in common with
othe i vicinity, such as Beirut
HO DING oli, is experiencing a phenomenal
struction boom. What differenti;
C AM z AS tered, horizontal building project
)

y scraper here and there, as wi
as developments of a certain densi
SAND SEEP Reliab ot arouto o S On the
other hand, Beiru apers are spread
INTO MY o comtdcrab o e e down
area. Tripoli 0 supporting the ide
SANDALS building very large structur its five

E district, n i
ontrast with other Mediterranean cities, has
desert absorbs everything like a spong
THE FIRST e
SURGE OF Cairo, which has been a vertical city since

time immemorial, demonstrated by the
ADREN ALIN colossal height of the pyramids, the thousands
of minarets and the Zamalek skyscrapers,
in the last three decades of the 20"
. In Cairo, the decision to spread
horizontally with a proliferation of gated
imilar scenarios in
Manila and Johannesburg.
Once again, the desert is the way forward for
y people, and things that are difficult to
s become part

pavements, garden turf and urban furniture.
oden scaffolding wraps the bare structures
f the gated communities. Row after row seem
to sprout up like plants that grow on arid
terrain.
Immense concrete pipes leaning against
mounds of
pointing to
thick rampart-like walls. Th ting, which
could have been arranged metteur en
scéne, is evocative of a medieval battle in the
ilometres of land
are seized. It's the greatest urban development
n remember seeing, although similar
staged in Dubai, during the

Best regards,
Manuel Alvarez Diestro

ENTRANCE TO AN EXCLUSIVE GATED COM-

ng: MUNITY NOT FAR FROM THE NEW CAIRO

K Dict I I s of 3 ‘CAMPUS OF THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY.
pictures from the rooftops of the ci S AT e
al new-town development. Another BACKGROUND.

Y
ING THE CARREFOUR SHOPPING MALL.




